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FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
No. 3—To the Editor of the “ Christian Watchman.” 
Dear SiR, 

Your writer again says, “ The creation and preser- 
vation of the natural world is a mighty work ; the 
administration of providence is more stupendous ; 
but the development and completion of the econo- 
my of grace, in its results of the everlasting happi- 
ness to one portion of rational beings, and of ever- 
lasting punishment to another—this is a work of mag- 
nitude unspeakable, a work worthy of Omnipotence.” 
So far as your writer states the ¢ruth, we are willing 
‘to allow him the credit of it; but any thing to the 
contrary and in direct opposition to his own manner 
of reasoning, we shall expose in fair and plain colors. 
Jt is true, sir, as he says, ‘* The creation and preserv- 
ation of the natural world is a mighty work , the ad- 
ministration of providence is more stupendous ; 
but the development and completion of the econo- 
my of grace, in its results of the everlasting happi- 
ness to one portion of rational beings’’—but the ex- 
pression, “ everlasting punishment to another,” i. e. 
“portion of rational beings,” is contrary to every 
‘‘work of magnitude unspeakable and worthy of 
Omnipotence !” ‘ Everlasting punishment” is di- 
rectly opposed as being the effect “ of Omnipotence !” 
Would Omnipotence ever allow that which is diamet- 
rically opposite to his infinite altribules ? No! We 
may apply the lines of Pope here, when he says, 

** Remember man, the universal cause 

Acts not by partial, but by general laws ; 


And makes what happiness we justly call, 
Subsist not in the good of one, but all.” 


Can it be proved true that a Being “of Omnipo- 
tence will ever allow, in his moral or spiritual govern- 
ment, “everlasting punishment to a portion of ra- 
tional beings,” which he has brought into cxistence 
by his “ Almighty fiat’—« and for his pleasure they 
are and were created” No! it is as contrary to 
every species of testimony as can be named under 
the light of heaven, excepting it be the popular cus- 
tom of attempting to prove the inconsistent views of 
the Calvinistic sect, to be the true standard—this 
sect contains all the proof that we ever had upon this 
particular point. The sentiment of “ everlasting 
punishment” corresponds with the words of Pope, 
when speaking of vice, he says, 

“ Vice is a monster oj } i 

As to be hated, joules —— 

To consider seriously the work of “eternal pun- 
ishment to a portion of rational beings,” as “ worthy 
the work of Omnipotence,” is too shocking and lam- 


any intelligencies on earth ! Yet, we must say, it is 
so. Asa belief like this is degrading to human na- 
ture, destructive to human happiness, both here and 
hereafter, derogatory to the government of God, 
creates many superstitious fears and bigotted ideas 
of religion, and a dogmatical spirit, and finally leads 
the unwary and inconsiderate into all the winding 
mazes of the labyrinth of error which,the mind is ca- 
pable of comprehending and devising. We will for 
a moment reason upon this part of our subject. 

We know, sir, that it is very hard for truth to find 
a harbor in a prejudiced mind! We are amazed 
when we consider what contradictions, what glaring 
absurdities, what unaccountable inconsistencies, and 
inexplicable mysteries many people are inclined to 
credit as divine truth, only, by the mere sanction of 
human creeds! Ask our opposers whether they be- 
lieve the devil ever had any agency in the works of 
creation ’—the answer is, no—for it is written, “In 
the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth”’—* and every living creature.” Ask them if 
the devil has any concern in the act of preservation ? 
The answer is, not at all. For we read, that “in 
God we live, move and have our being”—*“‘ and not 
a sparrow falls to the ground without his notice.” 
Again, ask them if the devil assists any in overruling 
the works of Providence ’—the reply is, assuredly 
not. For it is also written, “ God sendeth rain upon 
the just and the unjust,” he causeth “ the sun to rule 
by day and the moon by night”—he maketh “seed 
time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 
and winter, and day and night”—all these are allow- 
ed to be the wonderful works of God ! Every other 
being in the universe is denied as having any inter- 
ference in the above “administration” and “stu- 
pendous” works of nature. There is no alternative, 
they must be denied in order to be consistent. 

But astonishment increases a hundred fold, when 
we come to the /ast and most essential branch cf the 
works of an infinite God; we mean, the work of redemp- 
tion. Here we are taught, by “‘the mighty magic” 
of orthodoxy, to believe, that, in that part of God’s 
work, which may be properly styled, ‘a work of 
magnitude unspeakable” and only “ worthy of Om- 
nipotence ;” the devil will take a conspicuous and 
active part, and draw, finally, a large portion of the 
intelligent family into his dominion and there to. suf- 
fer an endless punishment. Can the Omnipotent pow- 
er of God allow this ? No! 

It is very remarkable for our opposers to deny 
that the devil has no agency in any thing else, in the 
moral and physical government of God, excepting 
the work of redemption ! We might as well argue 
that the devil is instrumental in raising storms, winds, 
and causes all kinds of afflictions ; and was as much 
concerned in the works of creation as God was—is as; 
much our preserver, benefuctor and giver of every 








good and perfect gift—all which hypotheses are not 


admitted in the least degree as being true :—as to 
argue that the devil does interfere in the plan of re- 
demption, and obtains souls by victory of God’s cre- 
ating for never ending torments ! When people can 
believe such things and hold them as sacred, we la- 
ment the imbecility of their minds, and the words of 
our Saviour will always apply—“Ye do err, not 
knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.” In 
concluding our remarks on this head, we shall shew 
and absolutely prove from the scriptures that Christ 
will completely destroy the devil and all his works. 
St. Paul writes, “‘Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, he (Christ) also 
himself likewise took part of the same ; that through 
death he (Christ) might destroy lim that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil: And deliver them 
who, through fear of death, were all their life-time 
subject to bondage.” See Heb. ii. 14, 15. Again, 
John says, “ For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil.” I John iti. 8—See also I Cor. xv. 24—28. 
We would now ask, sir, if Omnipotence destroys the 
devil and all his works, what other being will be con- 
jured up to inflict “everlasting punishment to a por- 
tion of rational beings ?? When your writer will tell 
us, we will give heed to his remarkable sayings, and 
to his words of knowledge. 

The next and last paragraph we shall quote from 
your writer is the following :—* It only remains, that 
we remark, that the misery of the wicked will be 
endless.” 

“ This has been from the earliest ages, doubted by 
a few ; but it has been the doctrine of the church in 
general ; and it admits of satisfactory proof from the 
nature of the case, and from scripture. It has been 
said, indeed, that punishment is, in its nature, disci- 
plinary, and designed for the benefit of the punish- 
ed. And it is evident that the good of a being can- 
not be consulted in that punishment. which consists 
in his destruction. But this is mere assumption, and 
one that is contrary to fact. The honor of the law, 
and the lawgiver, and the good of the community 
are consulted in punishment, as well as the good of 
the punished. It has also been thought, that eternal 
punishment is too great for the criminality of finite 
actions. But it should be remembered that though 
sin is subjectively finite, it is objectively infinite, and 
hence deserves endless punishment. Some have 
aveyred, that eternal punishment is inconsistent with 
the mercy of God. But this argument, if it proves 
any thing, proves too much ; it proves that any suf- 
fering, even the slightest pain and for the shortest 
time, is incensistent with God’s mercy. It is also 
thought by some, that the eternal existence of natu- 
ral and moral evil, argues imperfection in the plan of 
God’s moral government, and is therefore, inadmis- 
sible. ‘To,this objection, it is answered, that our ig- 
norance of the whole scheme of God’s providence 

lifies us to judge with accuracy ai icular 
solve — To be minal’ Ts 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN ‘TELESCOPE. 


To the Rev. Jacob Wood. 


Rey. S:n—Your reply to my inquiries upon the na- | it is recorded, 
ture and design of punishment, is not altogether sat- | whereof all are partakers, &c. 


isfactory to my mind, You infer, because | consider 


your arguments to prove the salutary nature of pun- they are called the sons of God. These considera- 


ishment, for the most part to be conclusive, that I 
must believe the doctrine advocated in your Sermon. 
But this I think does not necessarily follow ; for I 
may consider your arguments for the most part con- 
clusive, and yet there may be difficulties attending 
this subject that cannot be reconciled with scripture, 
and therefore be under the necessity of rejecting 
your ‘doctrine. 

You have defined the word curse to mean torment, 
distress or affliction, which ] am willing to acknowl- 
edge is correct, ‘The question is, then, if this tor- 
ment or affliction is ne more than.a wholesome dis- 
cipline designed ‘to reform the sinner, how it can 
with propriety be called p.eurse. Youask, “ cannot 
a person be cursed, i. e. suffer toyment, pain ar dis- 
tress, and yet this same misery be the means of pro- 
ducing his final good ?” This, sir,.is the very ques- 
tion in debate, Let it be praved from scripture that 
punishment which is called a ewrse, will finally work 
out for the good of the sufferer, and 1 am done. 
Torment, pain or distress, may sometimes have a sal- 
utary effect, and sometimes it may not. It must be 


determined from the nature of the subject ; or from” 


some cireumstance coneerning it. Therefore, when 
itis said of the saints, they are afflicted or suffer dis- 
tress, we know it is a blessing ; for it is represented 
as such in the scriptures: But when this language is 
applied ta the wicked, it must be understood in a 
different sense ; beeause it is called a eurse. You 
admit that the saints suffer affliction or distress, and 
this you say is a curse ; if so, why is not this punish- 
ment called a cusse when it is applied to the suints, 
ag well as when it is applied te the wicked * You 
say, this * could easily be accounted for from the 
fact, that the misery of the latter will be much more 
severe than the.former.” But, my dear sir, if the 
punishment of the wicked be a curse, that of the 
righteous must be, though in a fess degree, according 
to your ideas of punishment ; because you say that 
punishment. in itself is a curse. But, if the punish- 
ment of the righteous can in any sense be called a 
curse, why should such language as the following be 
made use of'to express it—* And not only so, but 
we glory in tribulation also; knowing that tribula- 
tion worketh patience ; and patience, experience, 
and experience-hope ?” Romi v.3,4.. No such lan- 
guage as this is made use of to express the punish- 
ment of the wicked. The punishment of the wick- 
ed is expressed in very different language, which was 
shown in a former communication. But you seem 
to imagine that I will not contend, that any of those 
terms which I have quoted, signify interminable 
misery. But unless you can make it appear that 
those expressions meamno more than a mere whole- 
some discipline, 1 shall be obliged to understand 
them in that sense. To me there seems to be x 
wide differenge between. damnation and chashtsement. 
How. would it sound, six, to say we: glory in damna- 
ton, knowing that damaation worketh patience; &c. 








‘passage 
applies to all ohhent distinction, because 
if ye be without chastisement 
But this al/ I think 


applies to all the saints, and to no others; because 


tions serve to show that your arguments do not “ do 
away the distinetion I have made.” 

As to what I say of Christ’s redeeming us from a 
wise and wholesome discipline necessary to bring 
us to repentance, you say, “you know of no such 
redemption.” Neither dol. ‘The curse of the law, 
say you, “is a state of guilt and condemnation,” and 
according to your ideas this guilt and-condemnation 
is a disciplinary punishment necessary to bring us to 
repentance. Then as Christ came to redeem us 
from the curse of the law, it would follow, as 1. said 
before, that Christ hath redeemed us from a wise 
and wholesome discipline, necessary to bring us to 
repentance ; and this he effected by suffering such 
a discipline, intended to bring him to repentance. 
I therefore, as yet, remain an inquirer after truth. 

MNASON. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
SALVATION. 

A certain preacher, who was commenting recent- 
ly on the passage, “Behold now is the aecepted 
time, behold now is the day of salvation,” took the 
liberty to say there could be no salvation if mankind 
received a just punishment for their sins. 

He said, that on the Winchester plan, or on the 
system of modern universalism, there could be no 
such thing as salvation. I shall take it for granted, 
from the above declarations, that he believes the sal- 
vation of the gospel is a salvation from deserved pun- 
ishment, which is the penalty of the divine law, and 
is endless misery. If 1 mistake his belief it is to be 
hoped I may have a kind friend to set me right, for 
I would not misrepresent his views. I understand 
salvation to mean simply, dekverance. 1 understand 
that this salvation may be enjoyed in time.—** Who 
hath saved us, and called us, with a holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to his own 
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began.” “But ye are wash- 
ed, but ye.are justified, but ye are sanctified.” “Who 
hath delivered us from darkness, and translated us in- 
to the kingdom of his dear son.” 

These passages, and a number more which might 
be mentioned, all of the samie class, go to show that 
salvation is a deliverance from something which jis 
injurious and hurtful to mankind in the present life, 
and yet our divines, so called, insist upon it that 
there is no salvation, unless men are saved from an 
endless state of suffering ; and it appears to me’ it 
would he difficult for them to show how mankind 
are saved from a state they were never in. The dif- 
ficulty with our orthodox brethren is, that they have 
been taught and no doubt many seriously believe 
that the salvation of Christ, is being saved from an 
endless hell, or from the penalty of the divine law, 
which is a salvatian frem deserved punishment, asthey 
say. ‘The question may be here put, is there any 
salvation from deserved: punishment promised im the 












.€he setipture 
dieeagiient, positiv ely dctlade, and Teason unites 
with the experience cf all, that every man shall be 
“ punished according to his works ; that God “ will 
by no means clear the guilty.” ‘Thou renderest 
to every man according to his works ;” the “ right- 
cous shall be recompensed in the arth, much more 
the wicked and the sinner.” Now I ask the candid, 
if there is no salvation, because men cannot avoid 
the just punishment of their sins ; if so, the contro- 
versy of our orthodox brethren is with the Bible ; 
not with the Winchester system, or modern univer- 
salism, except so far as they agree with the revealed 
word of Ged: -Atenement-is'the act of bringing to 
agreement two parties, thereby making them one; 
and forgiveness of sin is the tuking away of sin, or 
disposition to commit it, so that the sinner may be 
reconciled to God, and be at agreement with his di- 
vine perfections. ‘ihe ‘salvation of the Bible is a 
salvation from sin, not in sin, it is not a salvation from 
deserved punishment, but from deserving punishment, 
and it meets all our wants, ‘by promising life and 
peace to all who obey the gospel, and in exact pro- 
portion to their obedience, while those ‘who disobey 
are the subjects of moral death and ‘condemnation. 
The other view of salvation, in my opinion, strength- 
ens the hands of the wicked by promising him an 
eternal. weight uf glory if he repents any time before 
death overtakes him, and our, orthodox brethren fre- 
quently say, the wicked enjoy more happiness in 
this world than the righteous, of course, if they be- 
lieve such a strange notion, so contrary to reason 
and scripture, they will not be in a humy to be 
righteous till just before they die. Now this locks 
to me too much like popery ; too much like Roman 
Catholics’ committing murder for money, and get- 
ting clear of the punishment by putting their finger 
in the key hole of the church door. The doctrine 
of immortality or an eternal staté of happy existence 
brought to light by the gospel ofa risen Saviour, is 
revealed for the faith, comfort and divine consolation 
of all the sons and daughters of Adam, and as | read 
the scriptures of divine inspiration, made sure to all 
mankind by the immutable promise of God. “ For 
the promise is unto you and to your children, and to 
ull that are afar off, even as matiy as the Lord our 
God shall call.” If we admit the call is to all, we 
must certainly conclude the promise is to all; and 
what is the promise ? “Ye are the children of the 
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with 
our fathers, saying unto Abraham, and in, thy seed 
(Christ) shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.” 
Acts iii. 25. The reader is requested to examine 
this chapter, and he will find that the Apostle is 
here addressing the Jews who crucified the Saviour, 
and calls them the children of the covenant. A 


number more passages of the same import might 


here be introduced. But none are so blind as they 
that wilf not see. w. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
NEW SOCIETY: : 
Mn. Epson, 
It is with no. common degree of pleasure, I observe 
in the proceedings of the Massachusetts Icgislature, 2 
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petition presented for the incorporation ofthe First 
Independent Universalist Society in Spring field. 

’ Jt will be recollected by your readers, that in the 
above town in December last, one parson Sprague, 
in a funeral discourse, took occasion to deal pretty 
largely in slander and detraction against Universal- 
ists and their faith ; and at that time it was predict- 
eda society would soon be formed. The course 
our orthodox brethren have adopted, to put a stop 
to the increase of Universalism in our happy coun- 
try, has only tended to its progress, inasmuch as 
such denunciations excite in the public mind a spirit 
of inquiry, which, if once indulged, will in most ca- 
ses lead the subject to a firm faith in God’s Univer- 
sal and impartial grace. May our brethren at Spring- 
field, ‘* stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, stri- 
ving together for the faith of the gospel; snd in 
nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to 
them an evident token of perdition, but to you of 
salvation, and that of God.” BEREAN. 





RECANTATIONS. 
Among the means resorted to in our day, in order 


to disprove the doctrine of God’s illimitable grace, | © 


by the advocates of sectarian principles, that of re- 
cantations holds « conspicuous place. ‘They frequent- 
ly tell us that such an one has recanted, or in other 
words renounced his belief. in this doctrine. ‘That 
such things as recantations are possible may be seen 
from the fact, that sometimes men of the strongest 
minds and most active imaginations, who for a long 
time had been the professed and zealous advocates 
of particular doctrines, both in philosophy and re- 
ligion, have in the end renounced those doctrines, 
and embraced others which they had formerly oppo- 
sed. We might mention as an instance the celebra- 
ted Voltaire, who fora long time advocated in the 
strongest manner the principles of Deism, but in 
his expiring moments, (if we may credit report,) re- 
nounced them in the most horrible agonies of spirit. 
Whether the majority of those who recant or re- 
nounce their views are sincere in such changes is a 
matter of no importance to our present purpose, al- 
though we are disposed to’ consider such the fuct. 
But it is not upon this that our opposers place the 
greatest weight, but upon the effect which such re- 
cantations have upon the doctrine or views renoun- 
ced. If for instance, a Universalist renounces his 
sentiments, they at once tell us, that such recanta- 
tions are proof of the falsity of the doctrine. But 
notwithstanding this, the moment Universalists man- 
ifest a disposition to bring their several sentiments 
to the test, in this way, sectarians fly from the trial, 
and pretend that such is no fair criterion of the truth. 
Thus giving up in a moment all they have conten- 
ded for in such a boastful manner. But to the 
point—How far does a man’s renouncing his views 
go to prove that those views are incorrect ? We an- 
swer, not in the least. No man’s yea or nay, can 
alter the truth or falsity of any doctrine whatever. 
And we have reason to fear that all sectarians de- 
sign im pretending that persons renouncing Univer- 
salism, disproves that doctrine, is a mere subter- 
fuge te cover their determined hostility to that doc- 
trine. It is a fact well known to the generality of 





our American citizens, that their views cannot be 
supported by fair reasoving, and they therefore have 
recourse to fraudulent measures, what they cannot 
overthrow by direct reasoning, they strive to do by 
abuse, and what that will not effeet they endeavour 
to make up by fraud. Things have come to such a 
pass that in all human probability, it will require but 
a few more rollingsuns to arrive at the period, when 
no man’s person or property can be safe from the 
clutches of an over powerful clergy, unless upon the 
alternative of a passive submission to their incohe- 
rent dogmas. ‘The time has slready arrived when 
the Bible begins to come into disuse, and these zeal- 
ous advocates of godliness pretend that ’tis only by 
our internal effects of the holy spirit that a man’s 
religious sincerity can be tested. The foundation of 
fanaticism is laid, and ’tis to be feared that unless 
subverted by the awakening energies of that spirit, 
which freed us from the yoke of a foreign master, 
our lives, our fortunes, and our liberties will soon be- 
come its prey. 





SELECTIONS. 








REV. MR. WINCHESTER. 
Mr. Epiror, 

It is the opinion of some of your readers, that it 
would serve the cause of truth, if you would have 
the goodness to publish the following extract from 
the preface (page 14) to Winchester’s Dialogues. 
1 am aware it will take up a considerable portion of 
your paper; but, sir, the cause of truth and right- 
eousness should not suffer, because a man is dead 
and gone and cannot defend himself; if he has left 
any thing behind him, which in any manner may 
serve to destroy the effect of that kind of slander 
and misrepresentation, whieb dare not be levelled at 
the living. TIMOTHY. 

“Having heard that the German Baptists in Ger- 
mantown, about 8 miles from Philadelphia, held the 
doctrine of the Restoration, 1 had appointed to spend 
the first Sunday in April with them ; and this en- 
gagement had been made sometime : Just as I was 
ready to go out of the city on Saturday, I found that 
some of the members of the Church had privately 
sent into the country, and collected a number of the 
ablest ministers, who were arrived in the city on 
purpose to debate, I gave them the liberty of my 
pulpit as they pleased for the next day, and went 
out of the city to go to Germantown ; and took that 
Opportunity to go and visit that ancient, venerable, 
and excellent man, Dr. George De Benneville, who 
received me in the most kind, open, and friendly 
manner ; and his conversation was most highly edi- 
fying tome. Afterwards I went to Germantown, and 
lodged there all night, ready to preach the next day. 
As soon as my enemies in Philadelphia found that I 
was gone out of the city, they spread a report that 
I had fied to avoid an interview with these ministers, 
who had come on purpose to convince me.—Noth- 
ing could have been more false, than such a report, 
for I had been engaged to go to Germantown, on 
that day, for several weeks beforehand: I knew 
nothing of these Ministers being sent for until they 
came to town; and I had no fear but I should be 
able, by God’s assistance, to defend the cause before 


them ; and besides, 1 had appointed to return on | 





Church met, both my friends and my opposers, and 
these Ministers met with them. I was called to at- 
tend a funeral at the time, and was at the house of 
mourning, when a messenger was sent in haste, to 
desire my immediate attendance at the meeting with- 
out any delay. I found that those who were my en- 
emies in the assembly, had been greatly vaunting 
over my friends, because I was not present. They 
said [ had absconded merely to avoid a debate, in 
which I was sure to be confuted, as here was ah op- 
portunity that might never present itself again ; and 
seven wise, able, and learned Ministers had assem- 
bled on purpose to dispute with me, but that I had 
gone, and left my adherents in the lurch, from a con- 
sciousness that 1 was not able to defend my cause ; 
with abundance more to the same purpose. My 
friends, on the other hand, told them, that I was 
afraid of nothing but sin, and that they doubted not 
of my being able and willing to dispute with any ont 
of the gentlemen, or all of them, one by one, if they 
chose it. O,no; they replied, they knew better 
than that, I was gone out of the way on purpose, 
where 1 could not be found. My friends told them, 
that if there was a vote past in the assembly that I 
should dispute with any one, they would engage 
that 1 would be among them in a few minutes. It 
was accordingly unanimously voted, that I should 
dispute with tle Rev. Mr. Boggs, upon my sentim- 
ents, in the presence of these Ministers, and of the 
whole assembly. But when in a few minutes I came 
in, and took my place, what different countenances 
appeared in the congregation ? All my friends were 
highly pleased, and the others were as much con- 
founded and disappointed, at seeing me come in so 
cheerfully and quickly, after they had made them- 
selyes so sure, that { would not come. But surely, 
1 might have been looked upon with pity ; alone to 
answer for myself, no one to support me ; while my 
antagonists were seven of the ablest Ministers that 
could be obtained. I felt, however, that inward 
composure from a consciousness of having acted up- 
rightly and sincerely in the whole affair, that even 
caused my countenance to appear easy and cireerfui. 

The vote was then publicly read, and I stood up. 
and declared my readiness to comply with what was 
required.—The worthy gentleman who was chosen 
to dispute with me, then rose up, and said these 
words, “I am not prepared to dispute with Mr. 
Winchester, 1 have heard that he says, that it would 
take six weeks to canvass all the arguments fairly on 
both sides ; and £ suppose he has been studying up- 
on the subject for a week or more, and I have not 
studied it at all ; and therefore I must beg to be ex- 
cused.” 

When I found that he, and all the rest wholly de- 
clined disputing with me, I begged liberty to speak 
for two hours upon my sentiments, and lay them 
fairly open, and the ground upon which I maintained 
them. But this was denied me ; I then desired them 
to give me one hour for this purpose ; but this was 
alsu refused. One of the Ministers got up, and said, 
that their business was not to debate with me, but 
to ask me, whether I believed the Resforation of bad 
men and angels, finally to a state of holiness and 


Monday, and did return accordingly. The whole ' happiness, &c. 
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But if they did not come to dispute with me, why 
was the vote passed by their party, as well as by my 
friends, that I should dispute with them? This 
speaks for itself—The ministers insisted upon put- 
ting the question to me, Do you believe the doctrine 
of the Universal Restoration ? My friends objected to 
my answering the question, unless I might be allow- 
ed to vindicate my sentiments. But 1 said, That I 
did not fear any use that could be made of my words ; 
that I had always freely confessed what my thoughts 
were, when asked ; and therefore I told them, that 
I did heartily believe the General Restoration, and 
was willing to defend it. The gentleman that was 
chosen to dispute with me, then asked me, whether 
I thought it strange, considering my change of sen- 
timents, that there should be such a noise and up- 
roar made upon the occasion, &c. I told him, That 
I did not think it strange at all ; and gave him a lit- 
tle history of the affair, and how the matter came 
abroad, through the treachery of some whom I had 
esteemed as my friends ; that when I mentioned it 
to them I was not fully persuaded of it myself, and 
perhaps never might have been, if I had not been 
opposed and threatened ; that I never had intended 
to trouble the people with my sentiments, but was 
willing to live and die with them, if they could bear 
with me ; but that I could not use so much deceit, as 
to deny what I believed, when asked by any one ; 
that I never had yet done so, and by the grace of 
God never would, let the consequences be what 
they might. What I said was in the presence of all 
my accusers, and none of them could contradict me, 
nor had ought to lay to my charge, except in this 
matter of the Gaspel of my Saviour. My discourse 
took such an effect upon him, that he then publicly 
declared, that my behavior in the affair had been as 
became a man and a christian, and that no one could 
accuse me of any improper conduct. I stood some- 
time, and as none appeared to have any thing farther 
to say to me, i took my leave, and went out. He ac- 
companied me to the door, and told me that he 
would write to me upon the subject ; but whatever 
was the reason, he never did, nor have we spoken 
together since. 

The Ministers then advised the people to get an- 
other Minister; but my friends being numerous, 
insisted it should be fairly determined by the sub- 
scribers at large ; but this the other party would not 
agree to. Several very fair offers were made by my 
friends to them, but they refused them all; and 
finally, by force they kept us out of the house, and 
deprived us of our part of the property, which was 


at last confirmed to them by law, though I think un. | 
justly, as we were the majority at first; but they | 


took uncommon pains in carrying about a protest 
aguinst mc, to every member of the church, both in 


they strengthened their party. 
hand, I took no pains, either to proselyte people to 


believe my sentiments or to make my party strong. | OMe portion of God’s herita 


But L believe near an hundred of the members suf- 
fered themselves to be excommunicated rather than 





I preached. When we were deprived of our house 
of worship, the T'rustees ofthe University gave us 
the liberty of their hall, where we quietly worship- 
ped God for about four years, until we purchased a 
place forourselves. Buttoreturn. After this meet- 
ing of the Ministers, the whole affair was open, and 
I found myself obliged to vindicate the doctrine 
which they had condemned unheard, not only in pri- 
vate, but in the pulpit. Accordingly, on the 22d 
day of April, I preached a sermon on Gen. iii. 15. in 
which I openly asserted the doctrine of the Final 
and Universal Restoration of all fallen intelligences. 
This was published by particular desire, with a list 
of the plainest Scripture passages in favor of the 
doctrine ; and a number of the most common and 
principal objections, fairly stated, and answered. 
This was my first appearance in the world as a prose 
writer, which was what I never expected to be, and 
probably should never have been but for this occa- 
sion ; still Jess as a writer of controversy, to which I 
had naturally a great aversion. 


FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
IMPOSITIONS OF THE CLERGY CONSID- 
ERED. 

It would be well for mankind if they would open 
their eyes, and behold the impositions which have 
been, and still are practised on them, by designing 
men, in, what is called, “ The Priest’s office.” ‘There 
are certain forms and ceremonies, which are enjoined 
on mankind, and none but the priests are authoris- 


ed to officiate in them ; while their observance is 

enforced as the imperative duty of man, and called 

by the imposing name of the ‘*‘ ordinances of the Gos- 
” 


Eating bread, and drinking wine, under the auspi- 
ces of a priest, is called a “ Sacrament.” A priest 
must baptize children, or it is insinuated that an “ or- 
dinance of the Gospel” has been slighted, and the 
consequences may be dreadful! The grand object 
appears to be this—convince mankind that their fu- 
ture and endless welfare is in jeopardy, and that none 
but priests can avert the danger, and place the par- 
ties ina “hopeful condition.” To effect this, and 
establish their concequence and importance on a 
firm basis, the “ ordinances of the Gospel,” as they 
are pleased to call them, are represented as mysteries. 
In addition to all this, they have a species of admira- 
ble finesse, embodied in what they call “ The distin- 

ishing doctrines of giace ;” and “God’s discrimin- 
ating love !”” These terms and phrases constitute 
the armour of many modern priests; who are, in 
truth and veriety, perfect who fasten upon 
the purses, and suck away the money from the com- 
munity ! 

Mankind have a criterion to enable them to judge 
and determine, infallibly, who are the real servanis 
of Jesus Christ, and the preachers of his approving, 
and who are lovers of the loaves and fishes; and it 
is their own fault if they do not apply it, and put an 
end to the unchristian and shameful impositions 
which they have so long tolerated, either with a 
slavish fear, or a criminal and interested acquies- 
cence. It is the following : 

Christ’s apostles, whom he commissioned, preach- 


the city and in the country, and threatening all with | ed the Gospel for Christ’s sake ; and for the love 
excommunication who would not sign it ; by which | 
some were intimidated, and by these and other means | 


But on the other | 


they bore (not to the but to the persons of) 
thew brethren of the Soma family. They, waited 
for no calls, but the call of their divine Master, to 
stimulate them to the work of the “ Gospel minis- 
try.” They were never known to neglect and leave 
, and go to another, 


because more money was offered for their services. 


-They invariably associated, as did their Master be- 
fore them, with all religious sects who would listen 


to sign the profest against me, and the doctrine that ‘to their preaching ; and accounted themselves as 





servants, and proved the sincerity of their professions 
by their humility, abstinence, and temperance. In 
fine, they never arrogated honors, nor coveted rich- 
es. Such is the line of distinction drawn between 
modern priests and Christ’s apostles, that no greater 
degree of shrewdness or Sagacity is necessary to 
discover it, than to discern the difference between 
noonday and midnight ! Enough thjs to enable any 
man to judge of “tree by its 1 66 He 
that hath ears to hear let him hear !” 

In exposing the errors which have crept into 
the church, through the influence and example of 
interested men, who have sometimes the form of 
godliness, we would by no means be understood 
as signifyig that all the clergy of the orthodox cast, 
are thus reprehensible. We rejoice that we can 
bear honourable testimony to the praca: and 
speak in terms of praise and approbation some 
of them ; wha, however we may lament the errors 
they have cherished in doctrine, we esteem as sin- 
cere men, giving the best evidence that according 
to the measure of wisdom and ability which God 
has granted them, they are faithful in their stew- 
anddhip. We could name some, but their modesty 
forbids it. ‘These honest servants of Christ, have the 
ry aa characteristic of the Christian. They 
have is of mercy and compassion. 

It is the overbearing, money-loving, purse-proud 
hypocrite, whom we hold up to view ; not by the 
“hair of his head,” but by his official deception, 
and ecclesiastical finesse, that the many honest 
priest-ridden victims to clerical duplicity, and pious 
fraud, may escape from the unmerciful fangs of their 
spiritual tormentors, 


THE LOVE OF GOD. 
My God, permit a ing worm to say, 
Thy sahil teen ahele thee. Worthless wretch, 
To dare to love a God! _ But grace requires, 
And grace accepts. Thou seest my laboring soul, 
Weak as my zeal is, yet my zeal is true ; 
It bears the trying furnace. Incarnate love 
Has seiz’d and holds me in Almighty arms ; 
Here’s my salvation, my eternal hope, 
Amidst the wreck of worlds and dying nature. 


ANECDOTE. 

Not long since, a young lady called at Mr. T’s 
Store in the village of Lowville, in order to purchase 
some School Books, and among others inquired if 
he had any Geographys, upon which Mr. T._inform- 
ed her tkat he had Morse’s Universal hy. At 
hearing these words she seemed almost meme 
out her senses, and, sighing, exclaimed, “0 / 
give me no Universal books !” 


MARRIED, 


In Pawtucket, Mr. Leander H. to Miss Sa- 
rah Ann W. Keath—Mr. Samuel C. Colleyr, to Miss 


Mary Taber. 








DIED, 

In this town, on Sunday evening last, Thomas 
Abbot, Esq. aged 66. 

On Tuesday afternoon last, Mrs. Hannah Bensley, 
wife of Mr. James Bensley, in her 27th year. 

On Monday morning last, at the Alms House, Mr. 
George Upton, about 21 years of age. 

On Tuesday evening last, Oliver, infant son of Mr. 
William A. Smith, aged 16 months. 

In Taunton, Mrs. Huldah W. Wilbour, aged 26, 
wife of Mr. Joseph Wilbour. 


*,* Hymn Books, in plain and ornamental bind- 
ings, may be had of S, W. Wheeler, 1104 Westmin- 
ster-strect, and of Mr. Pickering. Societies suppli- 





ed with Mr. Pickering’s Hymn-Book, at $5@ per 
hundred, bound. ‘ 





